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The chief name of the major protagonist on Yax- T571[544]:116. In Ian Graham’s drawing of Lintel 
chilan Lintel 10 is composed of two glyphs, the 10 (Graham 1977:31), the T544 k’in infix is not 
first of which has a skull as main sign, while the drawn, but it is clearly present in Maler’s photo- 
second can be read phonetically as ah-k’an-banac. 
These glyphs occur at C2-D2 and E6 on Lintel 10. 
They may be transcribed T53 or 103:21:1040 / 
12:28 1:23.556:23:25 in Thompson’s (1962) system 
of cataloguing the Maya glyphs.! 

Of particular interest are the prefixes which the 
first glyph can take. Prefixed to the skull com- 
pound at E6 is T184, “k’ina” as deciphered by 
Floyd Lounsbury (1974) (Figure 1). Although this 
prefix is usually combined with T74, math), this is 
by no means always the case. The (mah) k’ina pre- 
fix is an honorific title of rulers at many Maya 
Sites. 

In block C2 of Lintel 10, the glyph "west" is pre- 
fixed to the skull compound, in the form 


Figure 1. Yaxchilan Lintel 10:E6 
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Figure 2. Yaxchilan Lintel 10:C2-D2 


graph (Maler 1903:Plate 54), and I include it in 
Figure 2 of this note. 

One of the most common locations of mah k’ina 
is as postfix to the sky glyph in title strings of rul- 
ers. Examples of this can be found in the name 
phrase of the ruler "Shield-Jaguar II" of Yaxchi- 
lan. For example, on Stela 21 of Yaxchilan, there 
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Figure 5. Yaxchilan Lintel 58:E1-E4 


uar II as "captor (?) of tah-mo’," and then the Yax- 
chilan Emblem Glyphs. 

Given the fact that "sky" normally takes mah 
k’ina as postfix in other references to Shield-Jag- 
uar I, it is tempting to regard the “west” glyph on 
the Fort Worth lintel as a substitution for mah 
kina, by analogy with the "west":mah k’ina corre- 
spondence on Lintel 10. 

Figure 5 of this note shows another reference to 
Shield-Jaguar II, for purposes of comparison. It is 
from Lintel 58 of Yaxchilan. 


Figure 3. Yaxchilan Stela 21:pG3-pHS 


is a lengthy reference to Shield-Jaguar II, includ- 
ing his main names “chel-te" and "Shield-Jaguar;" 
between them is "sky mah k’ina" (Figure 3). 


A third example of the substitutability of "west" 
and mah k’ina occurs in reference to Pacal, the 
great lord of Palenque. The most common form of 


Figure 4. Fort Worth Panel:J-P Laxtunich Lintel 1 


On a lintel of unknown provenance, now in Fort 
Worth, Texas, a reference is made to Shield-Jag- 
uar II. This reference is on the edge of the throne 
on which the principal figure of the lintel is seated 
(Figure 4). The throne inscription (which is to be 
read in reverse direction, as seen in Figure 4) be- 
gins with “chel-te,” and then has “sky,” followed 
by “west.” Then comes a reference to Shield-Jag- 


Pacal’s name glyph is mah k’ina prefixed to the 
common pacal shield. Sometimes, however, the 
shield may be infixed as the eye of a bird. The 
clearest example of this is from the Tablet of the 
96 Glyphs at Palenque (Figure 6). 

On a shell found near Simojovel, Chiapas 
(Greene Robertson, et al. 1976:Figure 9) is almost 
certainly a reference to Pacal of Palenque (Figure 
7). At C2 is a bird head with shield infix, and at 
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Figure 6. Palenque Tablet of the 96 Glyphs:B3 


C3 is a glyph composed of three signs which read 
phonetically pa-ca-l(a) (Mathews and Schele 
1974:63-64). There is no mah k’ina prefixed to the 
pacal bird head. However, at C1 is the glyph 
“west" - another example of the substitution of 
“west" for the more common title mah k’ina. 

To the above three examples of the correspon- 


S 


Figure 9. Palenque Tablet of the Sun:N9-O9 


In the inscription of the Tablet of the Sun is a 
virtually parallel] passage to the one in the Tablet 
of the Foliated Cross: the section which concerns 
us is N9-O9 (Figure 9). These two glyphs follow 
the date 3 Caban 15 Mol - exactly as is the case in 
the Tablet of the Foliated Cross. In place of "mah 
k’ina k’uk’," however, is “west k’uk’." 


Figure 7. Simojovel Shell:C1-C4 


dence "west":mah k’ina can be added a fourth, 
from the Group of the Cross at Palenque. At L7- 
M7 of the Tablet of the Foliated Cross is a refer- 
ence to "mah k’ina k’uk’,” an early ruler of Palen- 


Figure 8. Palenque Tablet of the Foliated 
Cross:L7-M7 


que (Figure 8). In this example, the mah k’ina is 
in head variant form: the normal T74.184 mah 
k'ina is postfixed to the head of the Sun God. 


I had previously thought that these "k’uk’" com- 
pounds were part of a verbal expression which 
was associated with the world directions. The 
"west" glyph is in fact in the western temple of 
the Cross Group - the Temple of the Sun - and I 
had thought that the mah k’ina was present in the 
Tablet of the Foliated Cross as a reference to the 
“east.” It is now clear, I think, that these are not 
world direction references, but rather another ex- 
ample of the mah k’ina title and its substitute 
“west.” 


Notes 


1. This essay was originally distributed in manu- 
script form as Maya Glyph Note 6, in July 1979, 
We here make it more widely available. Thanks to 
Steve Houston for discovering a complete copy, 
when even Peter could not --- K. Villela, editor. 
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